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COMM T FEE “COMMENTS

In spite of the delay in publication ol This
our second npewsletter we hope that you will
find it's contenls to your liking. This

de Tay 1S by no means dan indication ol
inactivity on the part of veur commitiee

byt in Tacl juslh the reversc.

Few months much work has
been done on such matters as Moasurement
fule Interpretations, Porismeuth Yardstick
Negotiations, Urganising and Manning the
recent London Dinghy Exhibition, arranging
for the 1976 Champoinships etec., ©le.

During the past

All of this is essential ground work to put
our association on a sound basis and reports
of progress made in the above and other
matters will be found in this newsletter,

In the meantime the Miracle as a boat has
continued to justify the early promise of
success and the 1000th Miracle was recently
ardered.

It is clear now that 1976 will see many more
Miracles on the water both racing and
pottering all ever the U.K. plus an

increasing number in other parts of the World.

We shall look forward to comparing notes on
Miracle matters as we meet here and there.

In particular we hope to see a great cerowd of
Miracles at Datchet for the Championships on
17th and 18th July.
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WA G T 0 A

It s nowevidont Ehab being a Niracle
owmeE 1R Yapy wiptuaers sE i e n
Tarpe sinlority ofvesierasconoiter
te ko sypanonois with Rirdcle ownersiiie

e

Thing in the comolesion fgrmem fromiaour
gxcallent respanss te eur eormetition ta
Trngd o Fuirhils Bt Tor' odr Tewgiebter
s Tt Aaly was thet nnmes Haloo sedactod

By thie Sedres bt many of dheantries
wcoed the vord ialo in one fora or dnothers

The Bedoriion dna pade ono pepoints

syaton with Bole eooing: euk gloar ahnad

By @ wide margif. Ihicorams wag subnitted
by & mester dn- bhet Redtinchnm area bul
gince the enltoy did pob pive Kis aciress
v vionld chespleandd T B world ontact
our. senpciiiry Foter Bunn e that the vrize
can B pected to hime

T mddttion the ‘sntrivy placed metord
and Ehisd williaisnisocoive- oiprize.
Thooe nrei-

20 - Halo Sailor -ubaitied by Me,
Heteald froo Gadord

Ard = Mipaels Owhar dsubmithbed b
Mr. Tatteg from Boshan

Finally, sony thaonks o all wha aubeitted
SNEriEs,

We have 8lso heen very piea,:ud to receive
many Letters froo seu with fntersating
niews hnd vl dwe cabeut ' Miracles plus
aquentions and sueried wnich we Are Thossed
$o do purp bek Eooanswsp, A -seloction of
your -lettéra are pablished en our Ietlers
poge plus Answers to shoe el ithe more
general gquepieosy “However; plesze note
thet A ¥ou have s guery for woich yody
would ke s persannl reply e stanted
fddrsosed envelope w31l be very muih
aoprecinted.

PLEASE = if you have any
interesting photographs of Mirag
activities suitable for

publication send & good enlarge
or the negative to the Editer,
Miracle Class Association at 79
Camden Road, London NW1 9NT.

These will be returned to you i
requested.




NEWTON CRUM INSURANCE

Head Office:
29 MINCING LAME,
LOMDOM. ECIR 756

= 01-633 6739

Insurance & Associ_ation Membership Details

All sarrs of companies will insure your dinghy, but
only the official class insuraie scheme provides yau
with this most valuable safeguard

“Where ary membaer insured under the schema
has a dispute over a claim, the association 15
allowed to intervene on behalf of the member
and thaeir decision on settlement is final and
hinding on the insurer, whether the loss is
technically covered of not”,

There 15 na finer guarantes available,

Also important i5 the question of ill feelings whiare
a eollision oeceurs between members insured by
ditferent companies, Thers ean often be delays,
Limitation of Liability can be applied, wnferior
repairs Gan be demanded. Nong of this arises wherg
both parties are insured through Newton Crum.

Finally, the premiums. Since the scheme began, the
premiums have been maintained at very fow levels.
Mast interesting is the fact that in the majority of
cases, where a client has ngt had a claim or made a
major atteration to his insurance, no increase in
premium has been made in the past 10 years.
Mirrar number 1787 is paying today a premium of
onty £2.80, don't you wish your motor insurers
aperated in the same way|

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIF

The benefits of association membership are manifeld
as you will see from the examples listed here:—

1. Mewsletter with details of Activities, Racing,
Mew Equipment etc,,

2. Measurement facilities and inforration on
Class Hules,

3. Backing on claims tor faulty equipment.
4, Opportunities to meet fellow owners.

&, An active and popular Association keeps
resale values higher,

*£oi information regarding Association membership
contact:

The Treasurer, Miracle Class Association,
6B Seeleys Road, Beaconstield, Bucks,

TERMS OF INSURANCE

This lrsurance protests tho insured snd/er anyons using his
prabt with Pog permissisn ot taikows:

F100.000 Third Party Indemnity including Passenger
(Crew] Lighility

including  Theft and Burglary risks
mcludisg  Physical damage whilst in transit
mcluding  VMandalism, Malicious damage
inctuding  Fire, Lighthing, Explasion
mcluding  Launching, Slipping risks
including  Stress of Weather

including  Racing Risks

including  Salvage charges, Law costs

including  Holidays abroad

all 12 Months in Commission

all . K. Coastal & Inland waters

|

Guarantee

ITISWARRANTED THAT THE
PREMIUM PAID ON EACH POLICY

WILL BE MAINTAINED AT THE
SAME LEVEL FOR THREE YEARS
UMLESS CLAIMS OR MAJOR
AMENDMENTS ARE MADE.

# 24dhow  answering service at 01-623 6739

¥ Immediate claims service at 01-623 77585
during business nours




Tuning m Miracle - Jet a roce winnipg Tipish

Tha finieh on o race winning boat is very lopertant and
ones nchicved shouwld be cerefully locked after.

Vnen you deside it is tine to paint your Loat, look at
the hull and degide whether the finish p:'u. had laat year
can bo improved = you wlll find it can. & rerfectly
sopoth sarfrce ic what you should sim ate  Before rubbisg
down the hull check whether the plass taee ob the chines
ond keel line are easily wisibles, I 5o these will require
{filling and blepding. The best ty:e of filler iE @
chezienl resction type such as Isapon. Before filling the
tepe, sand carefully with 300 wat and dry faper. Usge a
plastic mpplicotdr and smooth the filler evenly. Do oot
try to Bpply koo much at once. Onee [illed uae s largs
pad with 350 wet and dry.

How all feins hawe been blended im, #1bow Ereate Sofed
into it6 owne Mechanical ssanders, eush ag Bloack & Decker
can b used but do nat,- reprat, de bot ufe n disc cander.
The bent sethed is to use o piece of wend W7 x & - wrap

a cheet of 3E0 wek and dry and using it like a plane, work
systematically over the hull. The best pethod of seeing
whethar there ore any ridpes or lusps is to rus your finger
tips over the hull,

e mast of you know, when you rub down a surface which la
shiney it goes dull which oakes it easy to cee if there
ara eny high epota.

fmoe m11 the hirh spote have beea remaved Lo your
rotinfastion snd you kave completed this process for the
wkale hull then it is ready for peaisting.

Homt garages gad sheds are sdaptable to m set of cenditions
which sre favouraohle to obtain 2 good finish. Some uselul
hinte on thie are as follewa:-

9. Bang & lavge sheet despencd with water over the whole
of the painting area,

2)e Lightly spray the walls and floor am meicture traps
dust.

3}. Stuff rags in any door or wiadaw ereckE.

Db} The best poaition for painting the hell is suapended
the right way up where practicalj Lf ned, well surperted
upside dewn & reasenable working height obove the floor (to
kelp the old bockl.

5s Where passible rubbing down should be dons cutaide the
paleting urea.

6}s When using wet and dry to be follswed immndiately by
paintipg turpe or white spirit instesd of water.

7?14 Awoid weering eny woally or fluffy clothing during
rainting.,

8}, Alwnye buy good guality brushes snd clean well between
ench use.' Do not otapd thea om their tristles.

On with the paintimg theo.

Any bare patches of wood should be treated with primer or a
coat of yndercoat. Onece this has hardened you are ready to
give the cesplete hull a sost of undercoat. Uasing a 23 or
3" Wrush apply the underceat in strips (209 wide) working
from the purwhals to the ceotre, This coat should then be
lghtly rubbad down with 400 wet and dry. The hull should
be mliswed %o dry thoroushly before the pext coat of paint
io applied. As duet apd other gremlinz Iind boat hulls very
. tomfertable vou choyld rub a pon-fluffy cloth dampened with
tuf;ﬁ over the surface you are about to paint, Ueing & 23"
er ¥ brugh apply your glocs paint the eame wny you did the
ubiercoat, It {a isportsnt Lhat you chould apply the peinmt
#¥enly and quickly mvelding overpainting the compequant rumc.

te S LR E R bl S eSS

This murtscs when herdensd dry (rormeily 2% hours) ahould be
flattenad down using 4C0 wet mmd dry. Femecher apein it ds
iwportant thet ell bruah marks ghould be roooved Befora the
next coat of paint is applied. You should Srpiy two more coatm
f gloss in exactly the soas way but rub the third ¢lcsa coat
down using either worn out 800 wet and dry or LG0 prade. I

ery dunt particles, flien, ete., settle on the paint hefore it
bae dried it im better to leave them opd rub them down once
the puint has hardoned.

You ore pow ready to apply the fourth and roce winning finiehing
cost of plegg. Ideslly leave the paint to harden for 2% days
and then using Blue Hell, carefully run ovwer the hull using &
clircular sotion.

~Fater Nunn,
Class Secretary.

EEREEEEER XS

The Grand Launch (or} T Wish 1'd Wors a Wetsult

After Tive monthe of carcful work and wopteen flesks of coffee

T .op¥ new Miracls eaerged from the depths of oorather dilapidauted

ghed which T had rented from a [riend. {m to the traller, a
chort drive hose, then rig the heat to make aure all the relevant
bits were there. 1'd planned to leunch the boat that day but 1t
atarted to rein ep I postpoced the grood cceselon until the next
day.

I woke up at ths ridiculéus hour of 5300, to Tipd Wepdy, oy
wvery toleront wife, alreody up and making coffes and Eandwiches.
I mttached the trailer s the car, checked the trailer lizhis sad
of f we w2t enly to pebwm within cinutes to piek up the sails
which I kad forget te put in the cars Me finally arrived st the
cluvhouse at 10.00,0,0. to find the ploce deserted ond the wied
blowing about force Y-5 and cold, very cold, sctually it weaa
blocdy freczings, "It's & bit windy, ien't it"7 Wendy arked froo
jnside the eor. "He, I lied, "perfect cordifions=". Apyway,
Wendy donned her wetsult, I rigged the bost and we drepped her
in. Fabulousl It floots. We both scrasbled fop and off we wenby
nige and steady with all shects eased.

A few cinutes te settle down then heul cverything is ood off
like a mad thipg in the general directisn of the far bernis. The
boat geesed to be flying and yet felt very stable. On reaching
the windward end of the lake we gybed and screamed off om oa rum
really enjoying every minute. Thirty seconds of a besutifzl
plane, then it keppened, wind chanped and I hed that sudden wet
snd floating feeling that comes From being throwns wvielently inte
a lake on & cold Septerber morniog. Rather slarmingly, the
boat turned turtle alsast instastly, leaving ns eovered in Tone
and elivging to oppesite sides of the punwhale. I hanied
pyself up, grabbed the centrabosrd end wery guickly the boat
eame into the position it shonld be, I held the beat in this
popition while Wendy Bcrombled back obeard, mattering scoething
that souncd post paughty. I climbed abpard and we limpoed Dack
to the ciuthsuse for something waram (to drink).

bfter s couple of cups of coffee 1 was told we had kad emcugh
for today &o the boat waeg dried off and put in the compound
ready for its next experiecce. It was 4 moet seseroble launch.

= Gary Angell,
Mirmele 505.

B R e E R s me s R

WEDDING EELLS AGAIN

There must be something very specially
romantic about Miracles as we are pleased to
tell you that ocur Class Secretary Peter Nunn
has recently announced his engagement to
Margret Wegrzyn and the wedding day will be
Saturday 24kth April.

CORGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TD PETER
AND MARGRET.

FHEFFFRETERREER LR L XXX F AL LR RR TR NS
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MEASUREMENT MATTERS reew

MEASTREMENT MATTERS it

MEASTREMENT MATTERS

MOEE RROUT TUE MIRRCIE DUE LESTIOR LDITGHY

In eur firet pnewsletter there was on mrticle ooklining how
we in the Pirosele Clars were roine to try and eeint=in the
pne desimn corcept of our dinchv.

Cur alm heo beern to try mnd Tird sece cicple way of
interpreting the tules of cesswresent to achirye this. We
ore aware thak it is so etsy to-think vp cose dolly pood
ddea end then coan the roles nnd measurercont To=z :b-‘l'.ljl’ L)
find that nothing apecific cowers Your ides. Tou cay be
teepted to procend enly o run feel of the seaserer.  The
result st best g a8 lensthy discucsion thrio cazmibtes
and tren refemr:_e to the corgrirht holders for & final
decinion, &t worst, animosity betwecn the ouer and the
ErARUTET .

¥We think we hove fourd & cimple interpret-tion which we
bope will avoid thig problem. It is as followsi-

WHLESS IT SeYh ¥OU QAR = YOU CRH'T

Tp elabprate &4 Iittle unlesn whot you provoce to do i
elther in the building dinstrocticne, rales of mepsurenent
ond construction, or haa heen to the comsilbee for a
ruliop, Aand Agreed, then it ic not allowed,

This dees net preclude rny oesber puttine forward &
proposnl for considerntion ot the ALG.H, which if arrecd
would then be passed to the nn_ﬂ]'ri rht helérps For their
deeision. We think it prrrcprirte to remind recbers ot
this point thnt the eenyricht bolders do have the ripht
to overrule any Afmendnient to the rules mode by menbers
Bt the A.O0.M. Lf in their gpinion it is net in the best
interont of the class,.

We do replise that with o new elucs there are bound to be
feicl ] lhing& that are not already written im which are
deplrable, sll that is asked is that you do not anticipate
accepbanes of your cwn idea, but route it threugh the
proper channels.

The 1976 seasgn will soon bo with us and we weuld ask =1l
nembers who will be teking pert in the varions epen
tieelings to meke sure that their boat complies with the
rules of measurement. It is not a wery pleasaat tRak to
hkeve to t2ll a member vhe has prl}hahh travelle=d & long
wiy that she/he is edither not allowed to sril or is
dicgualified. So plesse do not puot vs in thia positien.
ir ¥oul have alreudy dore pomething to soor boat which
F¥ou pre doubtful sbout controt your nearest coonittee
member who will either mive youo &n immediate anower or
tind oot for you.

At the lmet cormittee meeting the follewing itens were
submitted for clarification

1), Optiensd running ripging, FRules that wire hallisrds
sre peraitted, {But thet no sdditlonal fittings such ao
hook up racks or hiphfield lsvers are permitted).

2).  Clew outhowl arrancerente. Ruled that the controls
and line oust be fitted externslly. It ic not permitted
to eut holes in the beom in order to fit sheaves apd ron
the contrel inside the boon.

3). Fnirlend pecditioning, Huled that the fairlead esn be
pooitiensd anywhore in the feirlead pad, part mo. 31 in the
building instragtions. Or in that part of the deck earling
which is robated into the fairlead pad. HNe part of the

fairlead mist pré_ject over the inside of the gida deck edge.

WVHET LARCUT & ZTINNLEER?

Eany Firacle owners and prospective oworers ore asking if er
when a fplnsaker will be alleweds

The currcnt position is that a spinnnker ie definately ret
allowable but in vicw of the obvwious intercet your committes,
in conjunction with the copyripht holéers hove asred the
Kipncle deaipner, Jagk Halt, to rredice o suitable spinnoker
desirn for trials to be condusted. On thie bosic additlonal
measurement rules ¢an be jrepared if renuired.

However; before m spinnoker ¢an be adorted n form-) proposal
o thie offect must e put to a General Kectineg of tha
hogocintlen Eo ennble all eepbors to state thoeir chos for or
spainct sueh 8 projosnl.

If, rt such & meeting, thke members indicate m wish te chonpe

the class rules in o grder to allow & spinvaker 8 foreal reguost

will be made by ¥our cormittes te the eoryright holders for

the rule chenges to e oyproved &8 the [insl decicion in sach *°

paticres rests with Lheta

FPORTESMOUTH YARDSTICK

Last QOctober the EYA circulated forms to all
RYA affiliated clubs for their assessment of
Portsmouth Yardstick numbers. Only two
clubs completed their assessment of the
Miracle. Based on these results the RYA
indieated that a Portemouth Yardstick of
102 would be appropriate but after
discussions with our chairman and secretary
the FIA agreed not to publish any figures
for 1976 as the statistics availsble were
inadequate,

When the original figure of 104 was
recommended this was only done after many
trials in various wind conditions and
locations and since subsequent checks on
thies at various clubs indicate that 104
is about ripght we recommend that this should
continue to be nsed until full statistical
returns are available to enable the KYA to
confirm or modify this figure.

With this ip mind we ask all members to
encourage their club to complete their
Portasmouth Yardatick assessment forms when
they are distributed by the FEYA in the
Autumm,

ANNUAL GENERAIL MEETING.

The 1976 Annual General Meeling of the Miracle Class Assoviation will
probably be held immediately after sailing on Saturday 17th July
at the National Championships at Datchel Sailing Club.

A formal notice to this effeclt will

thig i= confirmed.

be sent to all members as soon as



WHERE MIRACLES COME FIRST

BG
BOAT GEAR

Tel.2689

oy

BOAT COVERS Individualy made by craftsmen in heavy dutby Canvas or E.V.C/ Nylen
Soom-up or Flat. All covers fitted with Draw Cord and Teggles
plus triangle tabs with eyes for under hull lashinge, Heavy duty
Press 3tuds for openings ofi Boomeup covers and Air Vent for P.V.C.

Boom=up Cover Flat Cowver
10 oz. P.V.C./Nylon (Blue) 219,00 Z16,50
16 oz. B.V.C./lylon (Blue) 224,00 £21,00
12 oz, Rotproofed Canvas (Green/Blue) 219,00 £18 .00
15 oz. Rotprocofed Canvas (Green/Blue) £22,00 £20,50
Carriaze Charge Tor all Covers 21.20

MIRACLE TRAILER Galvanised square tube steel frame with adjustable Padded
supports for Hull, Heel and low plus adjustable Mast Support and
Handles. &4 Stud Wheels on 3ealed Bearinmgs with Independant
Suspension and Rubber Mudguards.
Frice (Including Mainland Delivery) £63,50

MIRACLE LAUNCHING TROLLEY Galvanised Steel Axle and Handle Unit with Faddsd
Adjustable Supports:=

L - SR

{a) With 501lid Tyres - (Including ‘ainland Delivery)£22.50 . :
’ (b) With Pneumatic Tyres " " 1 H u £27.50
: KICKING STRAP KIT with Rope, Janbing Bleck and 3ingle Block to give
% : 1 Mechanical Advantage - - - - - 2 2,30 i
MATMSAIL OUTHAUL KIT With Rope, Alloy Track to fit Boom, Slide and End i
Block plus Clamcleat and all screws - - - £ 2,50
SHRCUD ADJUSTERS To provide for adjustment of Mast Hake = - £ 1,20 pair.
= (Mote:- Shrouds must be 12' 11" long if adjusters fitted)
SHROUDS In 2.5 mm. Stainless 3teel 127 11" long - - £ 2,00 each
{Other lengths to order) )
FORESTAY In 2.5 nm, Stainless Steel 12' 8" long - - £ 2,00 each
JIBSHEET CAMCIEATS E.A.176 with Alloy Jaws - - £ 3,50 pair
O.A, 4077 with lLcetyl Jaws - - 2 1,75 pair
SELF BAILERS :
Flvstrom Super Mini in Stainless Steel = - 5775 2535 each
Elvatrom Super Medium in Gtainless Steel - -t T each
(Both Ulvstrom Sailers have non-return flap),
Holt Golden Bailer (Plastic with 5.8, Guard) - £ 2,95 each
INGERSOLL STOFWATCH In plastic case with press button Stop/Start and
Flyback Zero action, (Makers Guarantee) - - £ 6,80 each

Notei= A1l tha above prices imclude V,A.T, and Carriage for
UK, Hainland,

For further details of the above and other items
Flease send Stamp to

B.G., BOAT GEAR
58, Seeleys Road,
TTACONSFIELD, Bucks. £




WHERES TO JATL MIRACLES,

Clubs IList.

In addition to the 1list in our first lewsletter the following clubs will
accept liracle menbsrs and whilst they do not all have liracle ¢lass racing
yet, in most cases this will be done when they have sufficient numbers of
Miracles racing regularly so it's up te you to generate enthusiasm together,

Club Contact.

Rutland Sailing Club. Derek Roberts, 22, Richmond Drive, ifottingham.

King George $.C.,Chingford. iublicity Officer, Fhone:- 01 366 376k

Sou-West 5.C. (Thames). Dr.3tewart Earrison,"Gaywood',Yew Tree Botitom Rd.,
Epsom Downs,Surrey. Tel:Borough Heath 5h006

Hertford County ¥.C. ¥r, A.R, George, 91,Fordwich Rise, Hertfori.

Grafham Water 3.C. Secretary, Grafham Water 5.C.,West Perry,Huntdi:gc.-

Shropshire S.C. Hrs.0.Anthony,16,Whitehoase Close, Solihull.,

‘gueenzferry Boat Club. ‘e, 3. Duatl.orne, 5, Cherry Tree Fark, Balerno,

My, Ddinburgh. Tel: 031 449 4120,
Hewhaven Seaford 5.C.
Dovestone .i,C, Holmfirth,
Durham 5.C.

Sovereign 5,0, Eastbourne. Sailing 3eecretary, Sovereign 5.C., Royal Paradce .
(¥iracle Class Racing) Tastbourne, Tel Tastbourne 20715,

There are obviously many more clubs where Miracles are welcome but

for which we do not have details. Ia view of this it will be apprecic
if members will send us details of any other clubs s¢ that we can s
this information on to the many owners who ask for this informatic:.

'EAISTERED MIRACLE FLEETS.
Clubs can Register Miracle Fleets when 5 or more nembers sail Miracles.
To register all that is needed is a letter from one of your club officers
to our elass secretary requesting the registration of a ¥iracle Fleet and
including the nawmes and boat numbers of miracle owners plus the name and
address of the nominated Miracle Fleet Captain,
The following Miracle Fleets have already been registered.
Fleet No, Club & Loecation, Fleet Captain.
1 I.F.C.Y.Cu Iver, Bucks len Lumley, 39 Hewens Read, Hillingdon,
Txbridge, Middlesex
2 Redoubt Sailing Club ¥r. W. Hills, 7 Castle Bay, Folkestone,
Eent
3 Wilsonian Sailing Club Sam Brockes, 2 Cross Lane, Bexley, Kent
& Sovereign Sailing Club Erie Kay, 21 The Rising, Langney,
Easthourne= Eastbourne
5 I.C.I. {3lough) Sailing Bernard Gray, 58 Seeleys Road, Beaconsfield,
Club (Taplow) Bucks

STCP FPRESS R STOF PRELS bbb STOF TRESS b STOF FRESS il

The recent LONDON DINGHY EXHIBITION at Picketts lock, Edmonton, was a great success with
a large number of visitors showing interest in the Miracle. We were alse delighted to

meet many Miracle owners and to compare notes. This success was lapgely due to the
efforts of 8 small rroup of sur Tonmittee and members and we sircerely thank easch one for

their hard work which wos well worth while.

2
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THE LOVE-HATE AFFAIR ( or Confessions

of John Batten ).

Bullding Iiracle Rumber 571

Building o Miracle is m Bit of a love-hats affair,
eapecinlly when I've had an hour's eension with that
disguasting resin and Lepe, It pight mot be g0 bad

if 1 eould see properly, but oy beat ic bueing built im
gy rented parume, once the willape Tire steotion, &
lofty but pleomy affair without artificial 1:ght and
not tos such notursl lipht.  Seme of that teping i
jorly difficult, I can tell you, and as the ovtoide
tepparature row deeon’t pet mush above D2 of s F

{11 or 12 C) £t is even horder.

of course, the hapdbonk saye the stuff should be used
at pew lewer than 60 F, which is ell very well; im
fact the reain will Bet and the tere go hard at quite
& lat lecs thon this, but it takes lagpers

Bo far, some Tifty hours worked en sbout thirty daye
pince early October, T have done two=thirds of the resin
and tope procodurs incide the holl, fellowing aach stap
in the hardbook mo it comen, of cource. 1 have had the
kit gince Hay, but wanting te get in @y reguler gailing
ard raeing in ry Lesder or Iacer with Bashaz Satling
Club during mucner snd outumn I aveided the terptation
to ptart work spes ages Just ms well, theugh I lost
finm, dry, wirm, ligh weather, becaune 1'd hove had tine
for nothing else once I'd started.

Mew T'ws run inte carly dorknese - you cannot really use
natural 1i¢ht ofter & p.a. now (I ano writing &t the end
of Heverber) pod this will not improve for monthe yet =
pnd mo prepreas puct be alew, As weekends require other
thirps a5 well ae boat-building to be dons, and there's
1ittle tine during the wonk.

Kaving built a Mirrer Dinghy some years opo, and aspemhled
the tigher porte for my composite Leader ob itn CGEF hall o
conple of winters age I hawe some exparience, but by no
gears encuph, I cnn assure you. For all its tlever workings
out, the Miracle g not &ll that easy, and the woodwork part
up ts now hos been very ouch siopler to ds than this messy
fibre-glass resin and tape busindas.

T am finding that it is best to mix only thoak & quarter of
a pound jan jar of resin and gatelyst at one tine, uee it,
ard mix fresh, I eut the tepa to the lengths needed for each
joint before applying it, =nd ac careful to gea thers are no
lonz threads ot either end of ecath piece. LI there are I can
be cure to drag the tape off its joints emee the trush gets
hold of it.

Tue berrier erean I put on my hapds helps te keep the resin
off, apd rensve it later - I fipd that hot water and BOAP
will remove eurplus Tesin from hands aod brush very well.
Tderlly, it wouldn't get on your hande, af course = tumb, try
nvoiding that.

I em looking forward to the day when all the interior ceams
are taped opd 1 cem twrn the hall over and get the tape along
the outside, able to ses what I as deing, and with
egmprritively flat jeiats, Hoe anyone elas but me sxperienced
the gifficuities of making the teps lie flat in the joine
bebuses, DAY, the ineide of the Fors tonk amd the chine?

S0 for me thers's little sirseulous sbout that particular
qob. T do the resin end tape thing dn short takem, not more
tham an heur ot n time, to pveid going mad, and that wey 1
gecm to gef fair resultos.

1ittle deubt sbout it, the kit is ingenious, and the plot-and=
toh 4den very uceful. It's what Foter Milne, the Fireball
deslpner, uees in ks Bullet dinghy, I believe, Bo perbapa it
fon't ae oripinil as the blurb abput the Miracle claims. It
eertrinly mears everything is square emough, I pust say,
theuph T found a lot of the tabe in my kit needed rasping
rourd to sake them fit up clooe.

T fesl the book in over-helpful on sone minor things asd not
holpful enouph on others. Yhe writer{a] po out of their way
to spphamize =imple things, yet are not ppreifie nhout ome.
Pid cthera flnd, with me, that the fllustration of the mast
step packines in ne way reserbled what waa supplied in the kit,
which werr twe wedpedegbsjed piecen nonding shsping te the

angle of the spine? This was oot sgde clear im ihe book, and
beligvicy the packings were sicsing [rom oy kit I acked Bells
for the rirht pieces - to receive exacily the some e I already
had, Ak well, we Live nnd lears, put Oell Yoodworking would
not admit there wag this mholeading picture in the book which fn
ne way marries up with the material supplicd.

Then, I've been sent thwarts which bear white marks mcross them,
pa the upper, visible sides, made by Lhe sticky taps with which
they were packed, mnd 1 heve failed to renove the carke.
Enppdpaper, rasp, ¢lntride Yeander," none did the trick; I tried
geveral coatn of wvarnich, but the Darks still chows Flening
might do it, 1 soproee, bui ubless this iz skilfully done it
would poly make matters woree, 60 I as heping they'll be
mympathetic in Leicester nnd replace thema I think the thwarts
had etesd for a leng time in strong Light.

If you wonder why I've been sessing about with the thwarts before
cempleting the resin and tope work, well, 1 have done soze
Finisking off and warnieking off tiller and rudder umile while
waiting for hetter conditions for using repin, apd decided o
get soze vornich oo the thwartis an well, too, &8 the varnishing
ard rubbing dewn, and toking off a finer chamfer, are guite
lengthy Jobo

Be tareful when you make up the king-plonk unit, or you may do
what I &id {though I doubt it), The pisces of softweod at
either side of the ply pieces meed carefully pooitisming, the
wite side uppermost, the narrow gide glued and pizned ts the
ply. Aloe be sure thot the angle gt pach end of coch esftwood
plece is the tame angle as the bow Lransoms I think the
hsndbook eaye scpething shout this, but it wezntt elenr enzugh
for ne and I only realised it was incorrectly asmessled, with
the goftwood weong way round, whem I came to fit it. Uid o bit
of botching hers, only I'11 know, &8 it will be upder the doike

Algo, watch put when you come ba fit the bow traneom, and doa'ln
&5 a5 I did, not spending enough theupht on it, apd saw of Y Ehe
gver-lopping pioces of the gunwhale. I had te do a kit nore
botching there, tos, beceuse you reed these overhaaging rieces
to take the screw thot goes into the fore punwhnle ikrouzh the
upper chins, even though they make the bow transom appear to be
s bad fite

Eomewhers the desipners tell you in the haondback not Lo worry
about pleces fittiog to a theusandih of ap inche They didn't
allaw for oome of the poor fitting chines I got, enly noticesble
when you've put the hull topether. There's lots of daylipght at
the forvard end of =y holl, never mind thous, probebly IZrds of
an inch or nore, beneath the stowmge bulkhoed.

The tabe snd olots are a close fit, too, and the peaszon pust be
that you nesded to do a hit of chanfering of the chine at this
potet to get & good fit. T shell fi11 in the pgaps with a
wnterproof (polyester) filler when I furn the hull over, preasing
it ento the resin and tape cover beneath bafore taping oVer:

Vhat the depignerz weuld soy of this I gon't kmow, tat it seems
good Ganse to me.

Thers wao the same problem at the stern, but I panaged to gob
over thie by hauling the whole Lot tighter tegether uping a
Spanish windlass - rore with wood twisted through it to pet it
teot, and this really did the trick.

My bont is to be called Apgle Westem, after the famous {to pailors,
anyway) ledy who started the Seamen'a Homes. I'd hoped che would
e ready for s Christzrs Day launch at the bottom of the road
hers, but that's unlikely mow the weather ic so mich againgt me
applying the resin and tape, and I may have to settle for o month
or two lator, GShouldn't he any special hardship, a8 I have & wet-
suit, mnd esil on decent days through winter, BAFwAYa

Thers have been one of tws Miraclea down here. One chap chose
Bosham for his maiden woyape, ond my wife and I wers impressed with
the light weight of the bont which we holped him carry down Bome
steps to the water. 111 tell you more, if the Editer will let oe,
when I've tried her out.

Johm Batten,

Riveraide,

Booham Lane,

014 Gosham,

Sunpexs

Telaphone: Hockam 572718 3
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PETER'S POSTBAG

FETER'S FOSTBAG

FETER'S FOSTBAG

Denr Peler, L

It 15 pood tn Know that Mlracles have

become 50 wWoll established in one scason ad
say 1 am really delichtvd wiilh mine, 1
my boat on Lhe wibter for Faster 153 ond
at ithe Club where [ sadl hoevo shiown g kKesn
= the clean 1incs &l wid-lotiered interioe

muwdh oo doataal S Tk 3 wather €Dk

HERR
Mermbie s b

I mmst
rirst had
miLkly pasop b
igtleresl

[ITELRY ]

Wougbhd Mireles .'.L_:ld shouwld boe an the witleor very soon

apd 1 musil say

agxinsd them alithourh 1 lkove already manased io

perform fgui e well asainst the G.Po 15 dn gor
hamticap series beine ploced Srd fn the pursud
handiciajp Series,

L

Our Cluly Comami L Lo f-'i]lr'up:difr'l: suiline L‘Euh} A

staled thal ol Lthosel Lhore are npol yel enouch
Mirpclos o warrand dcldopd jon Phiis will
considered 1L the (et eets larger and with
mind will view Iavourahly ooy now MEroac e
apply Tor mombicaship. ey CHul Secrelangy ix
Mrs C. Anthony, I Whii Lazhirrgess Close, Solilull,
West MidRancs,

We are also interestoed in
Meoling on 0 Saturday Tater in the
give ws timo to develop our numbors a Jittle.

O the suhject of rigging Lhee Mivacolbs 1
difficully in getting Ehe Jil EolF Lirhe

Beayva

certainly
Lhis
o rd Wha

haal
cnouprh

thalt § am loukine forward o compoting

b

laving on o Mjraeic (hpon
070 sea=nn 19

Lir

avoid ihis falliog away in o blow and would really
like to fit a highlfiecld lover but presowe that this

would put me outd ol olddis.

Ineidentally, sy nesber 3 crew §5 Lhreateninsg

Lo

in

defoct unless 1 ocan promise & Spinnaker im the near

future.

Graham L, Milier dM 63,

Commeni = Your presomplion that the highfield
lever would pul yvou uvual of elass is gquite correct
but don't despaic theee are alternatives which
may holp such as using a wire halvard with a

ropa tail which is allowable and when bauling
up the Jib get vour cvew Lo apply extra tension
on the forestay by holding Lhis with both hands
gspaced about & foot apart anmd pushing with one

hand and pulling with the other whilst you haunl

up the Jib halyoard hard and cleat of[.

a short lenglh of cord throwgh the tack eye of
the sall and down to the forestay shackle and

tying off when required tension. has boon appliulﬂ.
Hef. Spinnakers see comments on ancthor page.

Dear Poter,

I am pleased to confirm that a Miracle
Open Mecting will be held at Soversign 5.C. Easthourne

on Sunday 12th Septombor - Firsi Hace 11 a,m,

{(See Open Mecting Programme Page for detalls).

Any Miracle owners wishing to enjoy elass racing will

find & warm welcome At Sovercisn where the club is
situated on the scafron. «! Eastbowrne amnd rocing
can be viewod from the Clubhouse on Saturdays and

Sundays.

For non-zailors safo bathing may be enjoved from ihe
beaches and Tor the vounser chibdeen Lho Elubboeso s

Finally
-ﬂ.'_up-]}' tension to the Jib Luff directly hy usj_rrg

convenientkly adjocent to the Troasure lslend Chilldeens

Playground = with Crazy Goll omd Mode] Village Nearby.

Mid-day medls,
available in the Clublbouse,

Cliff Harvey = Satlins Sccrebary Soversisn 5.0,

snacks and bar facilitics are also

Dwenr Peoteor,

May 1 Tirst justify the use of
R.Y.A. ma Lo grper v saying thaot when §osdw
thie MipacTe ol the Boaf Show T owas
impressed by e polentinl as a reasennbly
priced, and easy o build trainineg boat,
1 lost mo time 1n heroming the ownor ol 1A
{Duette) and wos deiiehted with her. Two of
my friemia, also H.Y.A. Coaches, hove
Tollowed suil,

The only smalt drawback i the Jack of
p]'ot‘ixj_l]n for rwvofing which is an csseplio]
part-of the B.Y. A, Mothod for teaching.

The Wighlight of the pasi scason for me was
a woek ot Fosscnibwndtle Loke, The Club wos
most Dospltable with a permogent force & - 5
Wit il i Lhe QozZas |l Compaliy of FEvimg
Fifleens and 5.1 Fowrbteeons tho speey vom
Ahe trapsos af Ale Mirsacle eaused @& fow s41PF
evebrows to unboend.

Mauny thanhs far Npwsleliper
iy Assoeiation will
alrenzili.

Na. T, L hogse
po on from slromgth Lo
RBoh Haldwin < MM 143 = uslle,

Comment - 1t i% in fact gquitc procticable
to perf o Miracke by rolling tho ool of

the mBait arowmkd Ehe boowm apcd wsisg Lhe
Sailbap rollod in wilh Ehe seil as a
locotion for the kicking strap. The

only difftculiy wilh the standard hoat
is the lack of & swivel attachment Tor
Ehe mainshecl hul T am swgre Lhat 1his
could sasily be modilieod if reguired.

However,; 1f the Mivacle 15 to be used
regularly Tfor R.Y.A. Method Training it
would probably be well worlh whilco
arranging with yopr local sailmagker Lo
Fit two rows of traditional stiyle

resfing points in the mainsail, B.G.

Twar Peter,

1 have just finished perusing
Lthe Tirst issve of the Newsletter and muast
congratulate yvou on a very fime effort.
Under section 2 of "News in Giriel Crom the
North", you commept onm & Miraele cansing
gome inlerest in the Loke District: In all
probability i1his was my Miracle No, 218 as
my wife and I have been zailing on Ulld4water
many times during the past vear and cach
time considerable interecst bas bBeenm dineoied
towards our boai Crom olhees in ihe sailine
Tratermity. Wo have been gquestioned on the
lake and off and in fact sometimes It was
difficult to get into the water becanse of
the interest shown = several PBDTI]_D 1t
Ullswatler eéonvinced that their next dinghy
would be o Miracle,

I received my Kit just after Faster 197% and
hed her sailing O weeks later for the Sprins
Bank Holiday. It is =y [irst boat and my
wife and 1 have had 1ittle Ltroubls learnine
to s2il as the bodt is so predictable and
stable.

now hoth firm Miracle sailors and lonk
mexl ixnsue of The Noewslasl Lacr,

Wo are
Torwpid Lo the

Foll, Tervift MuEis,

to

immedinlely



. 'CLOUDS' MOVES A CRUISER

Southses girl helmsman
Ciillizn Chester proved she
was a4 sailor in o miltion —
when the 12,500 ton hebi-
copler cruiser H.ALS,
Blake made way for her

131, dinghy.
The gnt SH5M wairship il
beon  Hocking  the  passage

from Kings Stair+, e Porls
maath Ml Biose,  where
Gillian s pew dinghy, Clouds.
wils e b0 ke fts madden
wOpEge

s s b ondinar
Lnching — and no undimrs
helimuman,

Fer Dhyeasomi Collian, o
Civil Service Exetulive
Officer am the wiaff of th
Coammander-in-Chiel, Ma-s’
Home  Cormmand, Tuilt the
dinghy heerseif :

FXHIBITT ¥

She  cornpleted  the  £GR)
Miracle class craft o Tour
and-o-balf  meaths,  wilh o
rrenamun of Lelp and dvice,
and her handiwors was of a
hjgh encnigh  alandard o
fessiore i lass week's London
Dinghy Exhibdtion,

S0 unusual was Giillian's
schimvement thd the  peas
regched the eurs of the
Crorrarsler-in-Chiel.  Admi-
ral Sir Terence Lewmn, Hewis
s impressed thar he agrecd (o
taumch the dinghy himeelf

Ax the big dov appronched,
|,'||'|'|:,- one ohslicle seemied 10
atand m the wiy — the Blake:
Tt hecame 2 bit of o joke in
the alfice.” comfesed Cilsan.
"Waould Blake stop the
tawmching or nol?

ARE-1

i

Admiral Sir Tercnwe Lewin launching the dinghy.

Then, jush m mme, She was
raoved 1 suppose we shoukd
have known thal with The
Comumanderan-Chiel  being
inaved, wou can get things
like Thas o,

GALT ANTRY

A Royal Movy spolkesman
wirs o little foss oplimistic, amd
shennedt Thiat AEake hed movod
either owl of paluntre. or ol
of deleronct {0 the Admural.

“She just happened o be

g A the right time.” e
vl Ty woukl  hardly
ke the Blake jusg o make
winn fuor o dimgbs,

Whateher The peal reison
Clods had o clear passige,
and o sparkling raval sead-off,
althusagh, uf coursc. twoof the
iraditionnl Tofes were
revericd

Iresezd of <howesing the
Aew yesspl wath hubkhly hes-
self. Gllian kwok the helm,

Slss Chester cefebrutes o the maiden voyage.

while Adroral  Lewin per
formedd the lwunchimg vere
RS .

Her crew for the din wos
10 ommireber Peter l’i;l\rh}'.
whhn juiriesd Tt for a bried spal
Irip srvsnd Portsmunth Hae
bowar. But Gillian fus et
R 2 permanent saling com-
pmmn.

} hau: the dinghy wnd 2
tridler,”” she said, ~and ideadly
I owenbd Jike o find another
saélor with w car 1o help with

the g — prefernbly o
girl.”

Ty crew she chooses will
Wt o he proporsd Lo work
Hund b ke up weithy {aiflizen
what 15 already a proficent
hedmreman, and who hopes 1o
enter the  Matonal  Mimcle
sliss cheppianships.

As Admird Lewin pul 0
wfEer -.:v.:l.':l'rir.g mer firss cimoudt
of the harbouz. " 5he s cer
Lunly every inch o sailor, wnd
e a remurkable g,

Gill finds shipmate for life

Misz Gillian Chas-
ter, the Southsea girt
helmaman whose
homa-made dinghy
was launched by an
admiral, has found
hersell a shipmate

. - tor e

For a dslightful sur-
prise awalied

20-year-old Gilllan {right)
s00n after the launching
— & proposal of méar-

from the young
man who hed helped her
to bulld her new Miracle

H
-1
¥if
;:
g
3
3

}
i
i

HEEH
CHH
g 7
5353

"I was crewing lor &
Irfand of HMT?M HI;I:
niyhj champl m-al'llpi &l
nsbw aha
explalined. ' t'ﬂﬂ dodng
r:n? badty. fn tact we wera |
o hf second 1o
last phmr

hated Bl
Instanthy."
Back on shore, the two

rval and taticed, but then lost
contacl whien they retumed
to thelr separate homes,
Paul, who 13 & compulsr
programmar, Bves al Cha-

Monthe |ster, GHilan
docided ta bulld hee own
boal, and started work on
her new 131, craft, mﬂdn:i

Y had some
the construction,” she 48k,
Ygnd | knew wWEE &

commitisa member ol tha

Miracls Association. So |

m,h-‘rp-ndh-mwmphh
the boal, and this week
melurned to Portemouth o
o0 1t lnpnched from Kinga
Slairs, 8t the city's Naval
Base, by the Commander-
In-Chied, Nawal Home Com-
mand, Admiral Sir Terence
Lawin,

“This special honour m-
£ HEe muﬂ is & Chdl o

!&lﬂlneule & officer

the Commander-in-Chisl's

| slafl, The Admirsl was 30
impressad when he heand

lh“"“hﬂum“m
har owm boat
-mamlnlm:mul help
from Paul — that he agreed
to lmunch B hmaei,

RACE
Heow Iife should be i
plain saling for Glfian,
aparl from one smali prﬂh-
lam. “Because Pauf lived al
Pulnay,” she
II“‘

find =&
race wHh me al
times." Tha girl sha
chooses to make up the
crew will have 10 work hard
to keap up with Gilllan, who
hopea to enter the
mJIEII class champlon-

mw!nuk.mﬂlh
shle 1o prove that her boat
Is m winner, au - wall 48 8
paaaport 10 romance.

:

I am sure that all members would
wish to join in sending Paul and
Gillian their congratulations and
every good wish for the future.

Also many thanks to John Batten
for submitting these cuttinge
which are reproduced by courtesev
of THE NEW:3, FORTSMOUTH.

e
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CLUB REPORTS

thamessend Sadling Cluby

Seukhmere.

metive elut, sitvnted within

fiftesn minufes drive from the meuthern entrotice ko Ilackwall
Tunnel would weleoos Rirocle sailorn. At the moTent we hiove
g Firaele sailing omi another one gue i the wnter Fome Tioe
in Jamery. Hew menhors wauld be welcome ard we would like to
gee cnoush Beats to Iore a cipng foF nur SuEmer BeTied racing
which storts on Barch 28t

war gukte young avd wery

In spite of Sputhrers being a puhlie lake amd the lake of &
club house (Lemporary) we mennes 8 full racimg progracoe frod
Mapch TEh to lote Jappnry And are well epou-h orgeniced Lo be
hoating n Hotienal Crampiobship thic yesTs

Thasenruad Sailing Club nas & pmingtay of keen Facing reaple
of g1l apas, rocing four CIRGSOS of hoote within the olub snd
racing other clubs an & romolnp basis. Bever the less, tke
glub han o strong family packpround ami we have oore ihREn A
few perebrs who coma to pail for relsxation snd perarps LD work
aff the odd gurplus ealories Our pamerous socinl activitica
pre nlwoys o great succesi.

Tnaring thi wnpmer months Soullaere Gan be f pleasant place for
the fnpily, with well 1aid out prossy hanks pRd nearby, edwenturé
plorgrounds ard pupervised paddling peels for the youngel
ehildrena

Tour eontact is Harry Jecobs &t i0a GrRroett Way, Walthamstod,
Longen E17. Telephones (1-527.0725 or nost Sundaya at the
lokeside cxecpt during February {na elub fixtures). Cur
momberchip seeretary isi-

Hicherd Scales,
L Granville Rood,
Welling,

Kenta

Should you cone to the lekeside ard find 1 aa not about, msk
argund, about membership, moct of the people with boats are
elut merhers and will be hapgr ko ascists

To geb to Southmers, take the south side of Woolwick Ferrty &8

p etnrting poink and travel aleng the AP06 towards Pluratead
poon yoo will see the sifm Mhameenpad. Follow the signposted,
wipding and I am afraid yather depre=sing road until you comE
to 8 pirculsy fly-sver, toke the exit to the right spd procesd
down the nleps ond completely cireuit the roundsbout abt the
pottoms Tou should now be travelling in the directien Erom
which you have just come ot on the ather gide of the carriage-
ways In two or three hukdred yards you will sec 8 Fign
MOrescnogs Gewage Irestsent Works' (worse and worael . Teke thim
rond, ture ripght at the npn junotien and then 500 yarde oh your
right the inpesin- ¥ists of Thamesmend, Southmere will ADPEAT,
with the lmunching rasp, racing box mod 2 variety of bosts "there
pefore yeur very eyes’s

Ene you thorel

Hraprs Seiling Club

Ednee hosting the fipst Mireole Open Mecting last August, tha
Whonen Gadling Olub at Surbiten, Surrey, hewve officially adopted
the Hiracle clacs alongeide the Raters, Herlin Bockets, Soloo

ard Cadets which have boen raced on the Thomes here lor @O0 FEATS.

Few perbers mopecially Mirmcle owners are Very waloome at this
guperl elub, Thers im ample car parking, = riveraide hard and
excellent eateripg wnd bar facilities, Hirecle rocing is scheduled
tor Tuesdey evenings, Saturdays snd Sundaya through Lhe GEABON.
2hs Second Miragle open meeting will be held hers oo Sundey ZEnd
Appust 1576

Any enquiries should he pddresssd to the class captein Roger L.
¥arabridge, 48 Chuech Meadow, long Ditton, Surrey, Telephonet
O1=F5H=3030.

Redeubt Sailing Club,
Folkestons, Kent

& mexber of the Eaat Kent
fopoed dn 1967 by five dinghy
ipternaticosl

The Redoubt Sallinmg Club is
Yochting Assoclaticn and wns
puilorn one of which haa eipce gone on -]
fane.

We sail all the year rouad on West Hythe lekes which are
tallast pites Have papdicap races, Hirrow ¢loss rocing snd
doing our best to pet ¥iracle Class racing.

O pverope, we miss lesg than one race & yoar due to weather
conditione, We hove twelva pernanent buoys laid mo pet very

+ yaried couses with kEardly any trees te diflect the wind aod

“yory open to the Soubh-¥est.
The Miracle flect ia well placed having twe Hiracls mep oo the
eomnitten,

Cur woter gan be ssiled on any doy &t anytime B0 ¥ou seldos
go to the lekes withsut someone being out pailing, with the
sxcaption of three daym o year reagpved for fliching contents.

We hold trafning oessions each Wednesday and Saturdsy afternoco
fron Hay Gth to Ostober fod. The condiblions are ideal for

EALSE

Hext yemrs progremme B\ our firat Wiracls open meeting on
July 25th, Our th Hirror open mesting on 16th Mor. Flestwind
open on Jume Sth and Sole oren on Octabey Srds A parsult race
¢m Hay 31at asd m mevelty race oi Lugust 30th - alwayn &
popalar svent, &n Easter sevien. Hgraing aod alftermood Sunday
geries nnd & Wednesdsy evenling ceriesa

Thera is & siip of 300E launching getty designed rnd beilt By
the meghers, Cur Club Fouse i= very epartan, o]l erphasine is
on sRilings

Hemberahip at present epen but fart approaching where 8 limit
will have to be met. {If a1l memhers decided to sail &t ooce
it would be wery over-growled]

It ie o frisndly clob and at open geetings friesds come balk
yerr after year. 4

Wilfred Eillsm,
Hiresls Fleet Captain,
7 Costle Bay,
Falkestone,

Kent .

fne Ense (Fawley) Salling Club

#he Esso (Fawley) Seiling Cluy to which oy son and I beleng
has p mixed put sathusisstic raeing flect and most pices ate
on handicap using Fortsmouth gomberss The genoral standard

ig bigh, (lmst yeer we won the Southamoton Water Sailing
Jsrocistion Teas Trophyl, so this ahould give mn opportunity
ta mse how the Hiracle compared with the other clasees we Tacc,
There are thrac Graduates which raes remularly in the Club and
EW5A events and which, of courmé, differ by only 1 FH from the
Miracle, We bad a Luss-op en 23th February and geemad to ‘e
sble to held our own agsinst the Grad which was cut them.

The [lass Hewelekier, nomber one, requested information on good
pites for spiling. I wowld recoomend Calshot Spit, at the
Gouth-West entranze to Southaapton waters 05 map referenceé

LEE 020 on skeet 196. By rood turn asuth off the AZG just

weat of Seuthacpton ento the K326 and them B30533 go threugh
the car park at Calchot, tarm jeft for half = axile, then

thare is 8 car park and concrete louneking 8iip on the right.
The preavel and Band banks bopin te dry ont &t halfl tide tat
thers 1o still just enouch water to gt & dingby off &t low
water meaps, ond tup houbs saen pide of low water springs. Tha
heach in exposed to south-East eo 1t i8 usually engy to get off.
At high water ong can 1anneh on the Rorth side of the Spit off
& phallow beach. The main beach jm clean gravel ond pood for
pathing. Afloat, you can petter alpul A8aT the hescn or Gel oul
for Ceven [best landing ot Wewt Cowen between Erypt Foint ard
ths Castlo) or Hill Heusd. {gravel and nand tracr} T,l
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Suestion - Many owners have raised the question of how to prevent the jib luff sagging in
strong winds, including requests for advice on the use of wire halyards, hook up racks
apnd hipghfield tension levers.

inswer — First it is confirmed that highfield tension levers and hook up racks are not
allowed by the class rules but don't despair, there is a simple answer to the problem of
tensioning the jib luff. Wire halyards are allowed but these must have a rope tail to
rrovide for this to be cleated off with conventicnal fixed cleats as originally fitted or
of the clamcleat type.

Thi=z in itself is only a partial answer in that it reduces the stretch in the halyard to a
minimom. .

The real answer ie to haul up the jib halyard very tightly which ean easily be done &s
follows.

Pirst, rig the jib normally amd haul up loosely then get your crew to take hold of the
forestay with both hands placed about a foot apert and push hard with one hand and pull
with the other to apply extra tension to the forestay.

Whilst this tension is held, quickly haul up hard on the jib halyard and cleat of f firmly.
If the crew now releases the forestay the full temsien will be taken up by the jib luff
wire.

Finally, pull the jib tack down firmly by attaching a cord to the jib luff shackle, up
through the eye in the jib tack and back again te tie off securely

" Question - What size of outboard motor is suitable for use on the Miracle?

_Answer - This depends largely upon the location in which it is to be used, For instance,
in still water on an inland lake a 1} h.p. motor would prove to be quite satisfactory and
indeed even in protected tidal or river waters this would still be sufficient for steady
progress. However, a larger safety margin of power is essential if the boat is to be
used in more exposed tidal waters and up to % or 5 h.p. ie recommended. A more powerful
motor than this would not normally be advisable as the full power would not be effective
end the additisnal weipht on the transom could damage the boat and also upset the fore
and aft trim saking the beoat directionally unetable.

Suestion - Vhot is the most muitabii lougih for n jib stick?

inswer - “ho nmeasarcment miles allow for = jib stick maximum length of 5Tt but at this
lensth the feot of the jib wonld be airetched cut wery tightly spoiling the shape of the
sail, In view of thie, & maximum length of about 4'6" is recommended.

fuestizn -~ Im a window allowed in the jib as view forwards is limited and this is & hazard
when sailing in restricted water?

Apswer - The rules do not allow a jih wirdow at present but it ia possible that this will
e the subject of a proposition at the noxi Anrusl General Meeting so watch out for future
reports,

Question - Is a cunningham hole or mainscil tack downhaul allowed on the Miracle?

_inswer - Again, this is definately mot (lliowed rt rresent but thie will be the subject of
a propesition at the Annual General Meeiin; sc wntch for future reports.
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DRAYCOTE WATER 4 OF A KIND FURSUIT RACE

-+t RACE REPORTS

A RACE REPORTS e

It wnm pome wecka before the actunl race that it weo
suppested that I rhould andl gur Miracle at Driyeole.
taving been to Dreyeots bolpre dvring =p Wirrer Dinchy
dawye I conjured up a plstere of what thin speclacle
wonnld be like. If T hod knewmswhat I e now perhord
ThE hawe had #econd thovrhtes  Saturdrr £2h March
drwned windy and sunny but wery, wery celd, It wisoa
dey of wet suith, frozen shects and hokt scoup in the
glubhouce = and the roce wes tdue te last three hoursg.

Detormiped to represent the Miroele Clars well we hnd
grepared the boat snd wentured to Draysote vith a full
supporting team incluvdifg the Assoeinticn Chodrsan and
f couple of "where's the 18 foot skiffs" cbrcrvers.
Iater theas proved invilusble to de-rip the boat vhen
we wera tes cold to helpt

¥hen we ripeed the bent 81l was sxiles snd chat, alter
01l there were enny ol friends froo Drescobe to wert,
but I eouldn't help noticing thet there were black ruota
on the lake and my bands were nunbl  We ehatbed to Peber
Sowdon and the other Firacle sailors pntil it wes tiee
to vepture forth to the etart of the prectice race,

It wan a lenp, cold unit for the start wha put te pood
uee by Droyeotes' own hike Fobincon (Hiraele 48063 whe
practimed his capsize drilll The rect ot off to n
pemewnnt rapped =tart. wWe had sooe trouble with o G774
and & Mirror who incizted in petting off Tirct - by
touncing off unl  Goipg well up Lhe heat were the elher
tup Hiracleg, Tony Prior (Miracle 52%) and Peter Sowdon
{Miracle 528). Yy the time we had rescked the et mark

I wng =0 cold I could barely seil, lek alohe rage co we
retired (with the gratoful comgent of my crew Feter Dovies).
Thip set A trend which wes follewed until mobody was left
outl

Wa recovered after & wors dinner in the clubhouse but it
wazn't long before the Cadetfs and Firrors were sefling
oput to the start of the bis race. We ntarted thirty-

nine mitotes behind the Cadets so we had to go ton. Omoe
pat om the water wague hopas that the wind had died and
temperature risen were dashed as we felt the icy blast ord
watched Glymple ailver pedaliet Keith lusto ealling his
Flying Dutchosn under flogring mainsnil and helf a genoal

By the tine we pioricd, the Codels ard Hirrors bod Adene & lap
pe we were pleased Lo pot geing.  Op the off Hike fehirson
ord ryeedf were beot off and preity even wp to the Ozt rark
at the ether end of the leke. loweswer, snce oround ke

nark I semaped to cnkch o st and peb one of those Usuper
foree pix Kirncle plonea” with both Feter end I sitting
richt eut nt the backs e wrre vondeel ng when thic wowld end
po we flached pasecd Bike - bub it didn't, The course
consinted of @ serics of reaches wcrons the resevedr nnd B
leng, lens beat the leagth of the Iakes The acxzing thing
wias the specd we went dewnsind, ALL eald and tiredness was
forrotten mes we pinnsd passed Facers, Ctters, Hinieils,
Siprets, Fleetwinds snd the like. What alee pleased ue wos
that denpite the foct that the Grocuotes and Solos doied up
or our 2nd lap, by tho end we hod polled nwey aradn. 1k

. first a Snive then Kike Bimrer's Enterprise (vho ve held on
to for a lap) and the 470's, Firewlls, Flying Duteison and
the like.

It wap A big boats dey, the asdwontere lying in the ability %o
plane both wpwind epd down = o ppiunoker being oo acded Dones
Bgcpite ctonding np well to the conditiens the Miraele souldn
fﬂrfﬂr\-n pither hual wo held om bo Loke 3xd ploge in our groups

104 kopdicap cinws mininnilsy ond 39th overall eut ef 77
fipighers ond well sver 100 starters, Tony Friop monaped Got
ond Bike Tobincon &0¢he. In 211, despite it not bedng &
Firnele's day os for ag conditicns were concerned I think
betweon us we rerformed ressonzhly creditably.

A fow memoriesa romninm - the fantestiic dewmuind rides = mching
lers from gitting ont ond aching bowds from the oold pdus 2
pleture of Fekor, ¥ orew, sprovling i the botfeo of Lhe bod

‘ wae oo oour Uth lop thet the faster stuff etarted cozdiag throush

L

h

I

after he hod slipped en ong of the faster, wetter ridesl I'we

pot no conplainks shout the homt - nothing breke snd olth
ahe Aidn't point tos Lich che more thop oede up for if dn
perforponce dommuind = stoble on the pybe too, There were th
rybes per dap ené seven leps - making o total of 21 omd dd
didn't even rock] Alterether, o celd buob worth 110 iz A
eold, tired tut hopry Mirscle erew returned to tiengonslield
to fight smother day (just aboutll?

Gogd railing to you alll

- Stephen Gray (Mirsele 123 - Mclita)

hanelagh Sailing Club Open Meeting

Thers wers ten entries for the Ranelsgh Sailing Club Cpen
Meeting held on Saturdny 27th March, and corpetitors
represented at least six different clvhe, Due to the
tide only opne four lap race wad salled. Uind strength
wan estimated at o fresh force &, and wea at its
atrongest at the up otresn oark whers some exeiting
plening reaches too ploce.

Brian Southgate crawsd by his wife of the home slub was
firat away at the gun and acon opencd up m substanoial
lced, he was followed by Feter Sowden, Ken Irice, “"Feanuts!
{apolegies for not knowing your name) and Len Lumley.
Erinn malpteined hie first position througheut the race
tut places behird constantly chapped deépending if one
choae the course cut of the tide which wafortunately wes
also sopetimes out of the wind.

Turning the clubhouse mark for the fingl reurd, Brian wee
still in fromt followed by "Peaputs" and Len Lunleys At
this stage "Peamuts" suthsul came undone ollowing Ionm
Lunley into second plece and he wao also passed by Kem
Fricea and Feter Scwlen hefore he managed te securs the
asil. By thim time the wind at the clubhouse end had
dropped & 1ittls ond the flest having had & puff frem
behind closed witli the leader. Brian Scuthgate of Roselagh
Sniling Clob wan juctifiably first over the finiching line
followsd by len Lucley and Eso Frice both of I.P.C.Y.C.

=Lers Lunley,
Comaittes Hombar,
Hirmsls Humber 177.

Hext issue of HALO newsletter

Our next HALO is plammed for publication
in June s¢ if you have any items for
publication please send them as =scon as
possible, but not later than 1at June to:-

The Editor,

Miracle Class Association,
79 Camden Road,

London, NW1 ONT,

We shall be particularly pleased to have
any items on cruising and pottering
matters plus cartoons, photographs, etc.,
eto.

Tae

"



Highly practical
with a bonus in looks

The rrost imporiant things when sailing are too ba: warm, dne
amtorsable and sale: The crew of a Hoat is et & major psychelagical =
disaclvantage ifany of these dssentisls is-missing,

Parsnhal buavsnoy should always be woin, since. lives outweigh ail
*ather considerations, ; - :
Folwear sailing clothes, like Jack Holt parsonal buoyanoy are designed
by paoply whio are themsehes successiel racing men, Trendsetfing
designs 0 the Jatest proofed matefials combina saiety, warmith and
comforn 1o the highest degres; Leok Tob the labsii Holtwear,

JACK HOLT LIMITED The Embankment,
Putney, London, S.W.15 Tel, 01-788 9255

o
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1976 MIRACLE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Saturday and Sunday 17th/15th July.

SRR, |

Provisional arrangements are in hand for this event tou be held at
the new DATCHET RESERVOIR SAILING CLUB.

This is a hrand new club on a new 500 acre reservoir with a
magnificent clubhouse at one end of the water and Windsor Castie ut
the oiher end with views of the castle across the water,

Sailing has just commenced at ihe club which is being organised
by some very experienced sailors and will be pari of a large
leisure development under the auspices of the Thames Waler
Authority.

This event, the First Miracle Championship, will also be the Tirst }
major open event to be held at Datchet and should prove to be a
memorahle occassion,

Book the date in your diary now and watch out for full details whid
will shortly he sent to all members together with entry forus.

++++ +4++ T ++++ N ++++ 5+ +4+4++ dobr

1976 MIBACLE OPZN MEETING PROGRAMIE

The following are confirmed dates of known Miracle Class Open Meetings. If
your club is proposing holding a Miracle event or a Ceneral Handicap Regatta
please send us full details for circulation to members.

If not, why not discuss this with your sailing secretary with a view to
arranging a bhiracle event either late this year or in 1977.

Date Club. Contact.
Sat.15th and Blue Circle S.C. Psul Barrett,19 Thistlebank,Walderslade,
Sun,16th May {c1iff,Nr.Rochester Chathem,Kent.
Sun,.23rd May Wilsonian $,C. Hoo,Kent. Mr.Sam Brookes, 9,Cross Lane
Bexley,Kent,Tel:Crayford 526475
Sat.17th HATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIF Mr.len Lumley, 39,Hewens Rd.,
Suni18th July Datchet Sailing Ciub, Hillingdon, Uxbridge,Middsx.
Tel: 01 561 612k.
Sun.25th July Bedoubt 5.C. ¥r, W,Hills,
West Hythe Lekes. 7, Castle Bay, Folkestone,
Sun,22nd Aug Thames S5.C. Mr,R.L.Mansbridge, 48,Church Meadow,
Long Ditton, Surrey.
Sun,12th Sept, Sovereign 5.C. Mr, 01iff Harley, 21,Horam Fl.Close,
Eastbourne. Horam,SusseX.
Sat,.18th Sept 1.P.C.T.C. Iver,Bucks. ¥r,len Lumley, 39,Hewens Rd.
Hillingdon, Uxbriige, Middsx,
Sat, 9th Cct. 1.0,I.(81lough} 5.C. tip,Bernard Gray,58,Seeleys Hd.,

Taplow, Bucks, Beaconsfield, Bucka, le



