KEWSIETTER (F THE MIRACIE ASSQCIATION

IS50E HO. @ MARCH 1978

COMMUNICATE
PLEASE!

THALO', NEWSLETTER OF THE MIRACLE CLASS
ASSOCIATICKN, slid silently through your
letter-boxes and landed without a
gound, this March.

NOT because it is illusory, BUT because
it has slmost nothing te tell.

Put in other terms, Miracle sailors have
nothing to say to each other. This is &
very sad atate of affairs.

HAID is the forum for comment and
-gcommunication between members of the Miracle
Dinghy Claszs. i

Aren't you interested in what the best helms
in the country are doing to make their boats
go faster?

Don't zvou want to know what it's like to
gall in a competitive fleet in another club?
= Or what facilities and pacing they
rrovide? Some of you must want to boast
ideas or exhilarating sails. One or two of
vou, deep down, must have had ambitions to
write on sport.

=How's the chance to find out how good you
are. Whether you really can do better than
Bob Fisher znd hkisz buddies,

Until I get more response from you 1 cannot
produce a lively, informative and amising
Class Newsletter. If all of you wrote just
one item in 1978, each edition would keep
your fire glowing all evening., It's worth
a thought with snow on the way and alresdy
errived in places,

THE EDITCR

OPEN MEETINGS

Wil=zonien Sailing Club,
Hoo, Medway, Hent,
Sunday 21st May 1978
Contact: Sam Brockes,
9 Cross Lane, Bexley,
Kent.

Tel: Crayford 526475

=

DITTY

I'm waiting for a Miracle,
Why won't you sailors write?

At times you must feel
lyrical, '

Inspiration come at night.

Eit vp in bed and find a pen,
String those lines together,

Think, compose and write
them down, then

Send thewm in a letter.

FPerhaps when next the postman
knocks,

Your name will be in print,
All of you pull up your socks,
And GO ... EXPERIMENT,




- ON_CHANGING CLASS

Same urkind seuls have said if will take a miracle to enable me to contend
the lending boats for a winning plase.

At the back of the fleet there is a foul and pestilent comgregati on of
wvapours. 1%t is hard to believe that thiz is clear wind for the leading
boats of the followine eclasz.

well, it's the crew's fault of course, that these headers and holes cceurr
just when you need a 1ift to lay the mark. He or she is also to blame for
the late start, the lack of bost speed, the embarrassing brush with that
'right of way! boat, snd even the presence of the island under the keel.

But somchow, I feel these facts are only -of real tonsequence wWhen we are
abreast of the fleet.

Ferhaps new sails would do the trick? Or new spars? A smooth bottom even?
Ne. For seme yerhaps, but not for me. I need a wiraclel

Well, miracles don't just hapren. To start with, there is the little
matter of £509 + VAT., not to mention the hours of construction and
finishirg to lock forward to ané the mess ard intrusion for building on my
normal routine - and how the hell de I get it out of my bedroom when I've
finighed?

MM1998 iz just a gleam in the builder's eye at the moment s..... Blue, I
think, to show off her limss, a silver irim as well,

Cand idea that trunkoted bow. Bound toe cut down the insurance claims from
0K S2i10T% sasees Roll on the 1977 Season esssss Detier get some study
done, Is it luff in a puff, or vice versa? weesss Will I really need a
tactical compass?

(ut in front navigotion is important, I'11 even have to know what course has
been lﬂiﬂlii!!l

At last all my carefully researched tactical knowledpe can be used. 1 shall
arrive at the windward mark in the company of other beats, instead of
rounding alone at the rear.

Goodbye tortoise, helle Silver lady.

Loaok at him! A much better handicap rating rounding just chead. Hal He
necds a Miracle too.

Where will I find the space for all my cups and rrizes? Ocops, oh dearl
Get the plate upl Up! Up! .seees. MNow look what you've donel BE***7" [***L
We're laost apzin.

A CHANCE TO WIN A PRIZE
et out vour camera {or existing rhotographa) and Troduce a super action
chotorraph of Miracles ssiling. It ceuld win you £10. YES 10 POUNDS

fond guality bisck »nd white prints cre rreferred (but colour slides or
prints will ®e mccarted) with your mome nrd address in hlock copitals on the
haalk .,

Submission nof epy rhntorrarh implies permissicn being piven for the
frpamiating £a noe the photoprarh for publicity and promcbion of the Miracle
flass. It will alse be appreciated if the negative could be made aveilable
on remuent for sny thobtorraph required for publication.

CIOCTHEG LAY FOR FETRING js 3TH ATRIL 1979,

ferplts will b aveitabs within 30 days.



seess  MEASUREMENT MATTERS - ¢*¢*=. MEASUREMENT MATTERS . #=¢¢*. . MEA!

+H++  QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ~ +++H+  QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ~ +++ QL

~ Dear ERIC,
Our Measurement Secret=ry, Eric Kay, " o
_ The tcosition of the jib fairleads iz
receives a wide sclection of letters, nat specified in the building

some of which appear below. I have tried instructions. Are the positions opticnal?

to include those  gquestions that oceour
esssatiD, They shcould be positioned such

repeatediy. o
that any fixing screws or bolts only
We'll soon know who of you read HALD pass through the fairlead pad and the
and who does note contines of this pad, or in th.t part of

the deck corlin which is rebated into
the fairlead pad, It must not overhang
the deck edze, slthough it is permitted
ko use any cleat you may chose.

. N — Dear ERIC,

In view of all the various FERMITTED
Dear ERIC, EXTRAS thet are now allowed, does 1t
mean that a newly acquired Hiracle or
kit, which doecsn't include these is out
of date, or at a disadvantage?

The length of  the shrouds iz not
stated, although previeus HAILOs have
referred to a figure of 12' 11". Vhat
tolerance is allowed in these and is it

peraibied 0 aie Tt ceveelil. It depends upon what most of the

extras will do for a bost. If you
intend to become =& competitive racer,
the extrss won't necessarily meke your
boat go faster, only you will de that.
However, they c¢an make life a little

ressaThe nominal lenegth of these shrouds
ig 12" 11", There igs no defined tolerance
an the length, but this can be sdjusted

i =y ! 5
i:cziizigntﬂ ;:g mzzimsigieﬂetgerSDn:i easier, ie. It is advantageous to fit a
ccgjuncticn‘ with i “djuﬂ%éents pair of self bailers if you sail on the

sea, as a bucket makes for hard work.

possible with the shroud adjusters. The
use of lanyards would be out od elass.

Dear ERIC,

The jib is supplied with honks, Has
the ,]'::i.-bstc be hankgd to the forestay or LATE NEWS
ig it allewed to haul the Jib up tight T S R e PR
without using the hsnks, =3 happens in
some other classes, eg. Firebsll and
Znterprise.

ERIC KAY, of Sowvereipgn S5C,
has tendered his resignation
a5 Miracle Measursment Seg.

eesssThe jib must be hanked to the fore- . His replacement has not
stay and is out of class if not. et been gonfimied.



FAITH IN A GREEN POM POM HAT

It is Winter, cold and greye The trees, bare and black-branched,
sway and creak in the wind. The streets are deserted. Even the youthiul
skateboarders are in the warm and glued to the TaVe .

The clouds tumble across the grey sky above the enpty town, but if
you looked at one particular house in one particuiar avenue, you would
see a sign of life.

A door opens and a blue, erouched figure slips out. This creature
rubs its pale hands together and buries its ears deeper into the warmth
'of the wooly green hat on its head. Scurryi-g down the path it opens a
garage ‘door, quickly enters its lair and puts on a light.

I?....is cold, middle-aged and wears faded blue overalls and a pom
pom hat. Completing the picture, a pair of half-lenses are perched on
the end of his nose.

He hurries round a curious wooden construction, bending, stooping
and blowing into his cup ed hands as he goes.To me he reserbles a curious
blend of Scrooge, heavily jowled, and the industricus mole from 'Wind
in the Wiliows'. .

But to uS.....He,is Dad. )
Presently, two heavily-scarved and coated individuals join him in

the garage. Iitting the bulkheads, we have now constructed the skeleto n
of our very own Miracle.

A while later, the air is filled with the groans of complaining
wood. The three of us, Dad, Nick and I, all holding onto different parrts
of a chine panel, attempt to bend it in such a way as to fit it onto the
bulkheads and tab the slotis.

With each groan from M2003, we wince and hold our breath. For the
next half-hour we wrestle, drill and pin our Miracle into submission and
hope fervently, for the best.

The side decks prove even worse. Nick remarks about the 'torture'
on the wood. As we cling desperately to our embryo boat, we search for
a better fit. A pin, weery from all the fuss, pends into a horrible shape.
Amidst our struggle, the side decking quivers, ominously.

Dad peers anxiously over his specs. ;

Nick mutters under his breath, then assures us he knows what he's
doing in distinctly audible terms.

eesss] wonder when it will all end.

A FEy DAYS LATER<esw

As we watch the News, Angela Rippon is suddenly no longer important.
A sudden hush descends as Michael ¥ish or Barbara Edwards appear on the
screen, Our eyes scour the weather chatt for warm fronts, white puffy
clouds and high temperatures. We cross every limb in hope of warm wether,
much needed for resining.

The weotherman, having given us hope, has prompted us to rise early.
We tog up in hats and coats and begin work.

Viracle 2003 has its side and chine panels fitted now. At last it
looks like a bozt.

We hoover the dust fron the working areas and prepare for surgeryes

Two* groups of three bamboo poles are tied together to form two
tripods, set on either side of the prow. 4 long piece of wood rests yx
precariously between them and a third and longer piece stretches from
this cross-piece down the centre line of the boat and balances on a
shelf the other end.



in electric fire is tied by string to the long uiece and thus
suspended over the bost to dry the resined areus, Jraped ovar the
whole affair is a polythene sheet to keep the warm air ina

‘hen we share the bock-breakirg task of bending over the Woszt
and taping and resining the ssams. It is a long hauwl, but in the
end Nick and Dad sre done and concede, With apprehension they let
me tape a few secsms in the buoyaney tanks, where oy handiwerk cannot
be seen.

Whether it iz better to build your own Hiracle or to buy one ready
=made is an open arpunent.

But, by seeing and helping our boat come to life, has made me
appreciate the work involved in construction. Never azain sh-1l I
step into a home-built Miracle without a thought, or respect for the
builder, who has my life’'in his hands.

When the wind blows hard and we plough through buffeting waves,
and I eling tightly to my life-line, the jib-shest, I shall close oy
eyes and hope. Hope that he remmmbered the glue,.. the hardener....
that the nails went in deep encugh, and that the secms sre water-
tightesaas

TIH IHELAND

HELP!

The Miracle Olass Agsociation need  volunteers to help in the
running of the 1978 National Championships at Ullswater from July 30 -
Auguet L,

Members of competing sailors' families with experience in the
following funciions are:

Assistant 0.0.D's

Timekeepers

Rescue boat cperators

Hdssistant Seachmasters

Communications helpers

Disc Jockey = N-B., Ullswater 5C are providing
for @ diseo on the night of
August 2, but no DJF. Eecorde
are also necded.

IF you &aw HELP CONTACT: Peter Skilten
felton Road,
Wrawby,

Brige,
South Humbersidea



SOUTHERN ARSA CHANPIONSHIPS *1978. Zrd and 4th June

Some of you already know the Sovereign Sailing Club from last year's
Nationals, but for those of you that don't, I am going to take this
opportunity to invite you and your families to what, I am sure will be

an enjoyable weekend's racing.

The club is situated on the seafront towards the Eastern end of the
town, on Royal Parade. The clubhouse is modern and incorporates changing
facilities with 'hot showers', canteen, bar and lounge area, race control
hox and raised spectators patic. Launching ie over shingle. With the
wWilling assistence of an experienced beach party, launching and recovery
present no problems. Launching trolleys are af little use unless they
are of the bulbous tyre typé. Eoller bags are useful. There is ample car
parking in the eorparation car parks, behind the cluthouse, at a chorge
ijlD-Pad.E\?’i -

¥or those of you with young children, there is Trbasure Island play
centre, adjacsnt to the club, run by the loecal authority. It 1s a most
imaginative play area, with paddling pools, swnd pits, dispaniola zalleon,
halter skeltsrs, SWings, alimbing ropes, zulus, BEE-SAWH, spouting whale
ond lock-out tower. 1t is open from 10.00sm till dusk. Adults must be
accompanied by a child!l

For those of you travelling to the ¢lub on Friday, the Soverelgn
members will receive You from 1900 hrs. cnwards and the bar will be opeln.
Boat berths will be allocated on a first come, first served bagis.

The first race will be on Saturday, at 1500 hra., but the club will
accept late entries all day Saturday. Snacks will be available from the
canteen and the bav will be cren. 1ln the evening, there will be a disco
and barbeque. (The entry fee of £3.00 for the weekend, includes
two disco tickets.) Extra tickets can be bought when you sign on, or at
the door on Saturday night, for 50p, & time.

On Sunday, there will be two races. One at 11.00 hre., and the
other at 14.30 hrs. The prizegiming will take place as soch as practical
after the last rzce. The bar will be o-en and the canteen will ssrve
snacks, lunches,ett..

Advance entries should be sent to : The Bailing Secretary,

15. Paddock Gardens,
Polegate,
Bagt SusseX.

Tel. Polegate 4064
411 cheques to be crossed and made payable to Spvereign Sailing Club Ltd.
Snould you require help with accomodation, comping sites etc.,
sontact the Information Centre, 3, Cornfield Terrace, Eastbourne.
Tel. Lastbourne (0323) 2747k,

I wish you all an anjoyable weekend.

Taul Wells [PRU)



MIRACLE ASSQCIATION NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIFS 1978 AT ULLSWATER SATLING CLUB

General Information

SITUATION = TUllswater Yacht Club is situated on the southern side of the
lske, approximately two miles from Pooley Bridge. Competitors should drive
through Pooley Bridge from the A552 and take the vwery narrow road that runs
along the southern edge of the lake.

AERIVAL AND DEPARTURE =~ The arrival and departure dates of competitors
are the evenings of Sunday 30th July and Friday 4th August.

CAR PARKING - Adequate car parking is available close to the club.

CERTIFICATES - Omn arriwval, all competitors are requested to report to the
Beachmaster with their Insurance, Measurement Certificate and Claes
Menbership Card. The Beachmaster will allocate berths. Further information
on dinghy and trailer pasrking will be displayed at the club,

TELEPHONE - The Clubhouse has a public call box - Pooley Bridge (08536) 333.

CATERING = The facilities are excellent. Snacks will be on sale throughout
the day apd mid-day meals will be served.

BAR ' - Cpens during normal hours.

E0CIAL PROGRAMME -  Fyll details
will be given on arrival,

CAMPING =~ Campers wishing to
use the Miracle Association's
reserved site will be supplied
with an application on receipt of

their entries. |
RACES =
H;Ln Loy 10-%1”- Pr&ctiﬂe
Race
}.m-;ﬁ'ﬂ-. 1t cm?iﬁﬂﬂhip 5 GD"_J;‘;‘:;E?:_;"S
Rage K Trtd T ST WOLUR
Tne - 10.30.am 2nd ' ; EVENJFTHE:E
o L DON'T FIT MINE!
Championship Race Sails A \
3.00,pete 37d Championship Spars
Race Hot Tops
Wed - 10.30.am. 4th Buoyancy
—- Championship Race Jackets
3,00,pm. Single Handed/ Covers
Igland Race : ¥‘§ﬁ;’:§
Thur = 10.30.am. 5th SLHbags
Ghemp: onaicip Sade Sailing Gloves
3,00,pn. Regerve and
Ei = 0.0, ot Holt Allen Fittings

Championship Race
2.00.pm. Regerve




WHEEE MIRACLES COME FIﬁET T

BG
BOAT GEAR

WHERE MIRACIES COME FIRST

L1 WHERE MIRACLES COME FIRST ]
53, Sooleys Road
WHEHE MIRACIES CCOME FIRST Boocconafliald,
# ’ Bucks. &
Tel, 20080

{

T 1 P a2 o i TR S g L e

pr—

e g i gt et

e o - o i
BOAT COVER3 GSuperior quality made by craftsmen in standard and extra heavy

weight Canovas or P,V.C./Hylon. Fitted with draw cord and toggles
' plus triangle tabs with eves for under hunll lashings.
NEW LIGHT WEIGHY BUT VEHY STRONG WOVEN CLOTH TOWING COVER @ £14,50 inc,.post.

C23% ond  Mast-Up  Plain Flat
Boca=ip Cover Flat Cover Towinz Cover

10 oz, P,V.C./Nylon {Elua} £. 23,87 £ 20,6k £ 19,84 ]
16 ¢z. P,V.C./Fylon (Blue) £ 30,89 5 27.00 & 26,00 1
12 oz. Rotproofed Canvaa £. 30,24 £ 28,08 £ 27.08

15 oz. Rotproofed Canvas & B2,.45 £ 31,05 £ 30.05 f

Carrimge Charpe on all Covers £1.50 each,

MIRACLE TRATLER Galvanised Steel sguare tube frame with adjustable padding
for Hull, Heel and Bow plus Adjustable Mast Support and Handles,
Iy stud Pneumatic “heels on Sealed Bearings with Independent
Rubber Suspension and Rubber lMudguards,
PRICE (Including Mainland Delivery) - - - £ 86.75 -

MIRACLE IAURCHING. TROLIEY, Galvanised Steel with Padded Adjustable Supporis,
With 275om solid cushicn tyrea (inc, mainland delivery) £ 28,50

With 425mm Pneumatic Tyres (inc, mainland delivery) & 34,00
EICKING STEAP EIT With Rope, Jembing Block and Single Block to give
5 to 1 ratio Mechanical Advantage - - £ 3,25

MAINSAIL OUTHAUL EIT With Rope, Alloy Track and spacer to fit round boom,

T BARR WYy e Bl Fpegite oy PR A g ® 1 A e R, . R A B i

¢
!
{
Track Slide, End Block, Clamcleat & all screws £ 3,90 !
SHEQUD ADJUSTERS To provide for adjustment of Mast Rake (pair) = & 1,80
(Note:Shrouda Must be 12' 11" long to fit adjusters) :
SHROUDS In 2,5 mm, Stainless Steel 12' 11" long £ 2,25 each,|}
FORESTAY In 2,5 mm, Stainless Steel 12' & lcrng: £ 2.25 eauh.
JIBSHEET CAM CLEATS HA 4777 with Alloy Jaws S o £ 4,50 pair |
HA 4077 with Acetyl Jaws - = o= £ - 2,45 pair
SELF BATIERS Elvstrom Super Mini in Stainless Steel - £ 9,50 each H
Elvatrom Super Medium in Stainless Steel - £ 11,50 each i
(Both Elvstrom Bailers have Non-return Flap), :
HOIF GOLDEN BAILER in Plastic with 5,5, Guard £ 4,10 each
STAINLESS STEEL RUDDER FITTINGS specially designed by Holts as :
direct replacement for Miracles, :
Complete Set of Fittings and Screws - £ 6,00 set.
SAILS QUALITY RACING SAILS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES SAILS 4‘
SATLS HOLT ALIEN **% ‘E-HUCE BANES t:-; tzinzimm SAIIS *
i to ensure satisfac -
SALLS U iadessananasnasnasasnanna SALLS, )
oD Note: a1 p:ric:es are corect at time of printing but are ;
m-:gg'; . ﬁ ) subject to changes in prices from our suppliera. 1
AC8 o EE T:’ v,A,T, and Carriage for U,K, Mainland are included E
Eﬂnﬂgg I in the above prices except for covers which are as astated, I
Ol e ® 4| i ;
aldi uéé & For further details of the above and other items :
Blo 8 E -uE - Ulease gend Stamp to =
AleS &% o
G L LT _ B.G. BOAT GEAR, o :
s é Fad=i B2 58, Seeleys Rd. Beaconsfield. 1;



7th May

21st May

3rd & 4th
June

3rd & 4th
June

17th & 18th

June
18th June

8th & 9th
July

8th & 9th
July

23rd July

2at July -

Lth August

7th October

7th Qctober

EVENTS CALENDAR

Thames Sailing Club

Wilsonian Sailing Club
Northern Area Championships
North Lincs. Sailing Club
Southern Area Championships
Sovereign Sailing Club

South Western Area
Championships
Sutton Bingham Sailing Club

Newhaven and Seaford Sailing
Club :

Ieigh-on=5ea Sailing Club

Midland Area Championships
Shropshire Sailing Club

Redoubt Sailing Club
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIFS
Ullswater Sailing Club

Redditch Sailing Club

Club

Mr, J. Mellers, 4 Beard
Road, Ham Common, Kingston-
on=-Thames, Surrey.

Mr. 8. Brookes, 9 Croes Lane,
Bexley, Kent.

Mr. . J. Twining, The Manse,
Ulceby, South Humberside.

Sailing Secretary, 15 Paddock
Gardens, Polegate, East
SussexX.

Mr. A, Brown, 73 St. Marys
Crescent, Yeovil, Somerset.

Mr. P, Shearman, & Friston
Close, Seaford, SusseX.

" Mr. C. Walker, The 01d Town,

Leigh-on-Sea, Essex.

Mr. G. Miller, Stonehouse,
Picklescott, Church Stretten,
Salop.

Mr. W. Hills, 7 Castle Bay,
Folkestone, Hent.

Mr, P. Skilton, Melton Read,
Wrawby, Nr. Brigg, Humberside.

HI'- JI Gi Wilﬂﬂn, 151 Finstﬂ.ll
Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs.

Mr. B. Gray, 58 Seeleys Road,
Beaconsfield, Bucks.




